BS1 – “Engaging in Conversations That Count” 1 Peter 3:15
Apologia: Reason to Hope

Total Devotion ’10 – ‘11

As usual, this study is meant to work in conjunction with the message.  They do not cover the same material.  You can listen to the message at www.td.mbcla.org.  Click on Messages, then find the title of this study and click on the mp3 to listen or download.  God be with you!
Building the Need

It’s a well known fact that we all learn best out of necessity.  That is, we learn best when we need to learn, as opposed to when we’re just told to learn.  That’s why it is said that necessity is the mother of invention.  With this in mind, we want to give you the very best chance to become better equipped to more confidently engage in conversations that count with those in your world.


We’re going to accomplish this by putting you in a position where you will not only NEED what we’re going to learn this year, but will WANT to!  Beginning this week, we’re going to ask you to begin engaging in conversations that count with friends, relatives, neighbors, or whoever God has put in your life.   You will engage in conversations like this every month this TD year, building bridges, making connections, developing trust, and earning the right to have another conversation with them.  


I know that for some of you, asking you to do this strikes fear in your heart; but don’t forget why you are doing this.  And more importantly, don’t forget Who you are doing this for.  As a Christian, God is calling you to represent Him well to the world around you, to be a sincere, caring, and yet credible and intelligent witness for Him.  That doesn’t happen by accident.  You’re going to have to be intentional about engaging in conversations, courageous enough to take risks in doing so, humble enough to hear people out, and faithful enough to give God a chance to work in you to lead your conversations.  So, here we go.

Fieldwork – The Key to the Year

I often tell people that before you talk to your friends about Jesus, you need to talk to Jesus about your friends.  Do not attempt to do this by your own wisdom, skill, or strength.  You will definitely need to be in tune with God and His word to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading in this.
1. Stop right now to pray to God.  Tell Him how you fell about this assignment and what you’re being asked to do.  
a. Tell Him that if this is what He wants you to do, you’re willing to give it a try.  
b. Next, ask God to walk ahead of you and to lead you this week to the person/people He wants you to converse with.
c. Ask Him to prepare both you and your friend/s for this conversation.
d. Prepare yourself by meditating on God’s word.  This is His primary means of communicating with you.  Verses and passages such as Acts 17, Col. 4:6, 1Pet. 3:15,  Jude 3 may be of help.
2. After properly acknowledging the Lord in all of this and seeking His leading, it’s time to go and get into a conversation or two.  The primary objective this time is to hear people’s thought, views, opinions, and stories.  Before we go around telling people our “stories,” we need to be willing to hear their “stories.”  We want them to know that we’re genuinely interested in them, and not just interested in “selling” them something.  People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.
3. What we want to discover in this conversation are people’s thoughts and views on the meaning of life, faith, God, religion, etc.  If you like, you can use some of the following questions as a guide to help direct your conversation.
a. What do you think the meaning in life is?  Do you think it’s different for different people?  What’s your purpose in life?
b. Do you believe in God?  Why or why not?
c. What guidelines or values do you try to live by?  How did you come to that?  Do you go or have you gone to church?
d. My youth leader at my church recently shared with us that there are four basic questions in life that everyone has to answer, regardless of religion or worldview.  They are the questions of origin, meaning, morality, and destiny.  That is, we all need to answer the question of where we come from (origin), the question of how we get our meaning in life, the question of where our moral values come from and why it’s authoritative, and the question of where we go after we die (destiny). [TD’er, if you need to review this, listen to “Why I Am a Christian” on the TD web site].  How would you answer these questions?
e. What do you think about Christianity or about Christians?  Do you have any thoughts about Jesus?  About the Bible?
4. You don’t have to stick exclusively with these questions or prompts, but they may help you get to those deeper issues.  
a. If it’s appropriate for you to respond to their answers, please do.  
b. Feel free to ask follow-up questions to their responses as well.
c.  If they’re interested in hearing from you, by all means share truthfully about what you believe.  
d.  Just make sure you’re gracious and humble while doing it. – “with gentleness and respect.”  

e. At the end, thank them for dialoguing with you.  Tell them that you enjoyed talking with them and ask them if they would mind continuing to dialogue in the future.

f. You can feel it out and play this by ear, but I usually ask them if they would mind if I prayed to thank God for our conversation, and if I could pray for them.  I’ve never had anyone turn me down, and my prayer usually touches them, as they don’t usually have people pray for them.  They almost always end up thanking me for the prayer.
5. After your conversation is over, go home and take notes of your conversation and of any questions that arose that you should do further study on.  If you don’t jot it down, I promise you that you’ll forget many important themes and nuances of the conversation as time lapses; you won’t be able to clearly share with your small group, and you’ll forget some of the important details for the next time you meet. Trust me.  It happens to me all the time (
Thinking Through the Message
6.  1Peter 3:15-16 is a foundational text for Christian apologetics.  In what context were these commands given?  (it’s in the message)  Why is this important?

7.  Do you have any comments, convictions, or questions about last Friday’s message?

8. What sort of motives may need to be exposed in conversations about faith?

9. What sort of things in a Christian’s life might prompt others to ask questions about “the hope that you have”?

Digging Deeper
10.  Read 2Cor. 12:10.  Does this statement undermine the command that we should be prepared to give a reason for the hope that we have?  Why or why not?
11. Read Colossians 4:6.  What could Paul mean by saying that our conversation should be seasoned with salt?  How can we do this?

12. Francis Schaeffer described apologetics as providing “honest answers to honest questions.”  Have you ever been tempted to provide a less-than-honest answer to a question about the Christian faith?  Why do you think this temptation arises?

13. Read John 8:45 – 46.  Why do you think Jesus asked this question?  Why do you think the Pharisees rejected his message?

14. Read 2Cor. 4:7.  How is this verse relevant to sharing and defending the Christian faith?  What perspective does it give us on evangelism?

Coram Deo

15. What do you find most difficult in engaging people in conversations that count?

16. What were your conversations with Christians like before you became a Christian?  Were there any impactful ones on your life?  What can you learn from them?
17. Engaging in significant conversations should not only happen with non-Christians, but even more so with Christians.  Have you engaged in any significant, impactful conversations with Christians?  What can you learn from them?

18. What can you begin working on more diligently to be better prepared to “give a reason for the hope that you have” to those who ask you to defend your faith?
